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Elisabeth-Christina was more far-sighted than her
husband, and less optimistic about an unborn son, and
she was worried when she realised that her daughter
was not being properly educated as a future sovereign.
The Empress and her old friend, the Countess Fuchs,
Maria Theresa's and her younger sister Marianne's
governess, tried in vain to rouse the Archduchess's
interest in political affairs. The child listened politely
when problems of State were discussed with her, or in
her presence, but she never asked questions or thought
about these dull political matters when she could avoid
them.
Actually, of course, Maria Theresa's childhood was
happier and more natural than it would have been had
her father treated her as an heir, who had to be taught
something every hour from morning until night, and
whose every utterance was preserved for posterity. She
and her younger sister were simply "Reserl and
Mariandl," who tried to get out of learning their lessons,
enjoyed their games, went to see their devout Aunt
Amalia in her convent, or played with their older cousins.
Marianne, who usually gave in to Maria Theresa, was
an ideal younger sister. She was, as Robinson said,
"all meekness and mildness" and "a good sister."
The little girls were allowed one boyish game : shooting
at a target, for Charles had infected even his wife with
a passionate fondness for hunting and shooting.
Long before Maria Theresa's first communion, at the
Church of Maria Zell in 1728 when she was nine years
old, she was taught that religion was the most im-
portant part of life. She never, until the end, doubted
the absolute Truth of Roman Catholicism. She was a
profoundly religious child, and though she lived in the age
of cynicism, she always remained a sincere believer,

